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Department of Johns Hopkins University in 1889, Osier became Pro- 
fessor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine of that institution and at 
the same time Physician in Chief of Johns Hopkins Hospital, where he 
remained until the spring of 1905. In the fall of 1904 he had re- 
ceived and accepted a call from Oxford to become Regius Professor of 
Medicine. In reply to the author's congratulation on his receiving this 
great distinction, he wrote: 

Naturally, I am very loath to leave America where I have been so well 
treated and where I have so many warm friends, but it really is an act of 
self-preservation. I could not possibly stand for very long the high pressure 
of my present life. The position is almost purely academic, and I will have 
an abundance of time for my literary work. 

When Osier left America a dinner was given to him the memory of 
which will be forever cherished by those who were present. He was 
eulogized as a teacher, clinician, consultant and author by such men as 
Tyson, Shq)ard, Wilson, Welch, Jacobi, and Weir Mitchell. Osier's 
reply was full of expressions of gratitude and appreciation. Among 
other things he said. 

Why so much happiness has come to me I know not. But this I know, that 
I have not deserved more than others, and yet a very rich abundance of it 
has been vouchsafed to me. I have been singularly happy in my friends, 
and for that I say " God be praised." I have had exceptional happiness in 
the profession of my choice, and I owe all of this to you. ... I have 
been happy, too, in the public among whom I worked — Chappy in my own 
and in Canada, happy here among you in the country of my adoption. 

His venerable mother and his wife were seated in one of the boxes, 
and turning a grateful glance upward, he said, 

Of the greatest of all happiness I cannot speak — of my home. Many of 
you know it, and that is enough. ... I have had three personal ideals. 
One, to do the day's work well and not to bother about to-morrow. The 
second ideal has been to act the Golden Rule, as far as in me lay, towards my 
professional brethren and towards the patients committed to my care. The 
third has been to cultivate such a measure of equanimity as would enable 
me to bear success with humility, the affection of my friends without pride, 
and to be ready when the day of sorrow and grief came to meet it with the 
courage befitting a man. 

•The honors bestowed upon Osier are almost too numerous to recount. 
He received the honorary degree of LL.D. from McGill Universily in 
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In November, 1919, Osier contracted pneumonia but he himself 
hoped for an early recovery, and on Christmas day he sent a typical 
cheerful telegram to Johns Hopkins Hospital, announcing that he was 
making a good fight. Four days later he died. Perhaps he only sent 
that message to give Christmas cheer to his many friends on this side of 
the Atlantic. He must have realized the seriousness of his condition, for 
after his death the following note, dated December 23, 1919, was found 
among his effects: *'Dear friends, the harbor is nearly reached, after a 
splendid voyage with such companions all the way; and my boy waiting 
for me.'' How the soul of this great man is revealed in these simple 
words! Cheerfulness, an unbounded capacity for work, a devotion to 
the highest ideals of medicine and himianity, a marvelous scholarship, 
loyalty to his friends and kindliness to the himiblest of the hiunble, were 
the outstanding characteristics of Sir William Osier. His lifelong friend. 
Prof. William H. Welch, of Baltimore, well said of him, "To Osier noth- 
ing human was foreign. His home both in Baltimore and Oxford was 
a center of hospitality." Those who had the rare privilege to walk with 
Professor Osier through the medical wards who had the good fortune 
to have been present at some of his receptions to students, will never 
forget the human side of his character. 

Osier's loyalty to his friends was indeed genuine, particularly when they 
were in need or in distress, as the author has reason to remember with 
undying gratitude. Osier was still smarting under the ignominious slan- 
der manufactured by a sensational news-seeking press which had taken 
seriously a jocular remark he had made on the subject of eutanasia when 
as a result of a statement I had occasion to make at a meeting of our Na- 
tional Tuberculosis Association I had to suffer a similar experience to that 
of the great Osier. During a discussion on the use of morphine in tuber- 
culosis I ventured to say that in my opinion it was an almost indispensa- 
ble remedy to assuage pain in the hopelessly ill consiunptive. My state- 
ments were apparently approved by all present for it is well known that 
by the judicious administration of morphine we not only make the patient 
more comfortable but in reality prolong life. Yet, to the amazement of 
nearly everybody who heard me, among whom were the leading authori- 
ties on tuberculosis in this coimtry, I was denoimced the following morn- 
ing in a Philadelphia paper as having openly favored the administration 
of enough morphine to hopelessly ill tuberculous patients to end their 
lives. As is usual with such sensational so-called news items, this state- 
ment quickly made the rounds of the American and European press. 
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